Peru and CIAT by International Center for Tropical Agriculture
1Peru and CIAT   September 2016
Peru and CIAT
For over 20 years, Peru and CIAT have cultivated a mutual 
collaboration that has made significant achievements in 
efficient farm management, capacity building, and strategies 
to cope with climate change. Today, this partnership is 
stronger than ever as the result of a recent agreement 
with the Ministry of Environment (MINAM), Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), and Peruvian 
Amazon Research Institute (IIAP).
Sustainable Amazonian Landscapes
This project, supported by the German Government, IIAP, 
and National Agrarian University La Molina (UNALM), seeks 
to provide national environmental authorities and local 
farmers in Colombia and Peru with scientific evidence to 
leverage their capacity to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change, while improving ecosystem services and  
socio-economic benefits for farmers.
The research team is applying a landscape approach to 
work in a participatory manner with local rural communities, 
regional and national environmental authorities, and national 
and international research institutions to design and validate 
alternative land uses and management. The project also 
addresses the role of these alternatives in the region’s 
development and their implications for national priorities in 
the face of climate change.
Conserving ecosystems and  
ecosystem services pays off
Law No. 30215 on Rewards for Ecosystem Services 
Schemes (RESS), passed by the Peruvian Government in 
2014, is the result of the work carried out by MINAM and 
CIAT as part of the technical advisory committee tasked with 
preparing this law and its corresponding regulations, based 
on the study titled “Bottlenecks in implementing rewards for 
hydro-ecosystem services schemes.”  
Passing this law resulted in three strategic actions 
undertaken by MINAM and CIAT:
• Developing a Single Registry System for RESS to enable 
identification and monitoring of all national RESS 
initiatives.
• Designing an RESS for the Cañete River Basin, site where 
a pilot project for payment for ecosystem services had 
been implemented in 2010 with support from the CGIAR 
Research Program on Water, Land and Ecosystems (WLE).
• In 2016, supporting the implementation of the RESS 
plan, funded by the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), in which the communities of the 
upper Cañete River Basin will be rewarded for their 
contribution to conserving and recovering  
hydro-ecosystem services.
Landscapes on the road to restoration
Jointly with the World Resources Institute (WRI), Tropical 
Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center (CATIE), 
and International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN), CIAT supports the 20x20 Initiative to bring 20 million 
hectares of degraded land in Latin America to restoration  
by 2020. 
This initiative was launched at the 2014 Global Landscapes 
Forum in Lima, Peru. The event was attended by ministers of 
six countries committed to restoring large areas. 
Climate-smart agriculture profiles 
CATIE and CIAT climate experts embarked on a challenging 
project, with support from the World Bank, to develop a 
series of country profiles on the baseline conditions for 
climate-smart agriculture (CSA) in Latin American and 
Caribbean countries. The first nine LAC CSA country profiles, 
including Peru, were released in 2014. The profiles aim to 
help mainstream CSA through raising awareness and to 
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foster dialog about entry points, thus enabling governments, 
financial institutions, and other stakeholders to make better 
informed decisions.
Climate-smart coffee and cocoa value chains
Rainforest Alliance, Root Capital, Sustainable Food Lab, the 
CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture 
and Food Security (CCAFS), and CIAT joined efforts to 
promote resilience processes scaled out in coffee and 
cocoa value chains in Peru, Ghana, and Nicaragua. For 
Peru, this is a two-pronged challenge: (1) identify climate-
smart agricultural practices suitable for coffee and cocoa 
production systems to cope with climate change, and 
(2) establish when and where specific practices should 
be promoted to increase resilience under site-specific 
conditions.
Terra-i, an eye on habitat change in Peru
CIAT seeks to contribute to building capacity at MINAM for 
using Terra-i, a system that allows near real-time monitoring 
of vegetation cover and has been very effective in bringing 
into sharp focus deforestation hotspots. The system, 
which has nearly a thousand registered users, was jointly 
developed by The Nature Conservancy (TNC), King’s College 
London, University of Applied Sciences and Arts of Western 
Switzerland, and CIAT. One of the most noteworthy results of 
its application in 2013 is the analysis of an alarming change 
in vegetation cover as a consequence of deforestation 
caused by the expansion of the mining industry in the 
Peruvian Amazon.
Fair Trade for All
Fair Trade certification for coffee had been typically limited 
to smallholder farmers associations. But since 2011, Fair 
Trade USA started to certify pilot coffee plantations and 
small independent owners to improve their livelihoods and 
the work conditions of farm workers and most vulnerable 
producers. The Fair Trade for All (FT4All) project aims to 
understand the impacts of the FairTrade certification by 
evaluating four pilot sites in Brazil, Nicaragua, Honduras, and 
Peru. The baseline reflects that smallholder producers from 
Honduras and Peru perceive that a FairTrade certification 
may help them increase their income by obtaining a fair 
price for their produce, enabling better coffee quality and 
productivity, as well as improved collective infrastructure.
Nature, food security, and nutritional health
The project on Managing Ecosystem Services for Food 
Security and the Nutritional Health of the Rural Poor at 
the Forest-Agricultural Interface (ASSETS) takes place in 
three regions with different rates of deforestation, which are 
repeatedly affected by weather events. In Peru, the project 
is being implemented in Ucayali, with support from IIAP. 
There, the project information has been collected through 
household surveys and participatory methods to document 
the relationships among ecosystem services, food security, 
and nutritional health of mixed and indigenous communities 
in the region.
Adoption of rice varieties
With support from the Global Rice Science Partnership 
(GRiSP), this project aims to identify drivers for the adoption 
of improved rice varieties and new technologies, as well as 
the size of the area dedicated to rice production in northern 
Peru, with a gendered approach. The findings show that 
the decision to adopt improved varieties, as well as the 
level of adoption, is driven by the area dedicated to rice 
production and by other aspects such as the gender, age, 
and educational background of the household head and the 
farm’s agro-ecological zone.
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